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On Nov. 8, the panel charged with verifying compliance with the Central American peace
agreement said that the accord was working. After a seven-hour meeting of the International
Verification and Follow-up Commission established under the accord, Costa Rican Foreign
Miniter Rodrigo Madrigal Nieto said, "We are noticing advances, though not as quick as we would
wish." The 15-member group is made up of the foreign ministers of 13 Latin American nations,
including those of the five Central American nations whose presidents signed the accord, and of
the secretaries general of the United Nations and the Organization of American States. In the first
meeting to evaluate compliance with the accord since it went into effect on Nov. 5, the commission
said that a reconciliation commission had been established in each country, and that dialogue
had begun with the internal political opposition in El Salvador and Nicaragua. The Verification
Commission also applauded El Salvador and Guatemala for declaring amnesty, and Nicaragua
for pardoning political prisoners and declaring a unilateral cease-fire. But in what several Latin
American diplomats apparently saw as an important concession to the Sandinista government in
Managua, the commission accepted that Nicaragua's amnesty was subject to compliance by others
with certain provisions of the agreement. Those provisions deal with prohibiting the use of territory
by rebel groups attacking another nation and with ending aid to insurgencies. The commission
decided to meet again in New York on Dec. 4 and to ask experts from the UN and the OAS to
suggest ways in which security aspects of the peace agreement can be verified. (Basic data from
REUTERS, 11/09/87)
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